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Minutes of ADGS General Meeting 
Eastview Community Centre 

120 Ellenwood Dr., Red Deer, AB 
October 4, 2014 

 
Attendees: 
 
Larry Quintilio  Harvey Knutson  Ken Jensen 
Eileen Grant  Margo Kusiek  Debbie Hatt 
Reg Powys-Lybbe  Noreen Williamson  Clara Qualizza 
Don Sheeran  Rick Tallas  Lois Tallas 
Wayne Roberts  Sheila Roberts  Vivian Delude 
Marlene Powys-Lybbe  Bev Koole  John Henderson 
Marilyn McArthur  Lorne McArthur   
Recording Secretary:  Melody Cowper-Smith   
 

1. Call to Order:  Acting President Larry Quintilio called the meeting to order at 
11:00 a.m.  
 

2. Welcome New Members: There were four new members.  ADGS welcomed 
Clara Qualizza and Don Sheeran to the ADGS.  Clara and Don are moving from 
Edmonton to Wildwood (West of Edmonton) and have purchased two-year 
memberships in both the ADGS and ADS.  Noreen Williamson also joined the 
ADGS and ADS.  She is from Red Deer and has been very involved with Alberta 
Horticultural Society. Debbie Hatt, has been a member for a year but this is the 
first ADGS meeting she has attended. She is from Delburne. We look forward to 
getting to know these members better. 
 

3. Additions to Agenda:  Reg Powys-Lybbe wondered whether ADGS would 
consider hosting the 2015 Western International Show for the North American 
Gladiolus Council. 
 

4. Minutes of the General Meeting held Jan 25, 2014, were read. There was no 
vote to accept these minutes.  These minutes will be available again at the 
November 23, 2014, meeting to be voted on at that time. 
 
Discussion from the minutes: 

9c – Wayne Roberts reported that the planting demonstration table at the 
April 5, 2014, Tuber and Corm Sale was a worthwhile project as there was 
a steady stream of people interested. 

 
9d – Margo Kusiek reported that there was no interest in the two 
workshops  (planting and staking dahlias) that were to be held at her place 
on April 9th and June 11th .  It was thought that the location may have been 
the main reason for the lack of participation. 
 
9e – Liz Taylor (Red Deer Tourism) was not contacted. 
 
11 – ADGS members concurred that the changes Liane has made to the 
website have been fabulous.  Members need to remember that the website 
must have contributions from members to keep it current and interesting.  
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Please continue to submit your gardening articles and pictures to Lois  
(ltallas@gmail.com) if you would like them on the ADGS web page. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Harvey presented the 2014 Financial Report up to the end 
of September. Harvey reported that the ADGS bank balance as of September 30, 
2014, was $5732.12. 
 
The 2013 Annual Financial Report was not available for viewing and acceptance. 
This will be available at the November 23, 2014, meeting and will be voted on at 
that time. 
 

6. Old Business 
 
2014 Wine and Cheese  
Margo reported on the 2013 and the 2014 ADGS Wine and Cheese functions 
held on the Saturday of the Annual Flower Shows.  In 2013 there were 19 
attendees and in 2014 there were 23 attendees.  In 2013 Margo and Elmer 
Kusiek donated $34.00 to break even on the expenses and in 2014 Dr. Regina 
Donnelly sponsored the wine and glasses so there was a profit of $146.   
 
There was a short discussion about the 2015 wine and cheese.  Following are 
some of the ideas that came forward from that discussion:  People who exhibited 
found it exhausting to attend a wine and cheese at the end of a very long day. 
Some of them had been up since 5:00 a.m.  So, it was suggested that the event 
be held in the afternoon on Sunday in conjunction with the Feedback Meeting 
(12:00 – 2:30 pm).  A wine and cheese was not as appealing for those who then 
needed to return to the mall to load up and drive home so it was suggested that a 
Coffee and Bistro or Luncheon might be a better option.  There was also some 
discussion about finding a venue other than Cronquist House but members 
indicated that they enjoyed going to the Cronquist House.  Perhaps having a 
local musician provide background music would be nice.  The decision was 
tabled until the April 2015 meeting.  
 
2014 Flower Show Report 
Larry believes that having the flower show at the Bower Mall was smoother 
because the ADGS has developed relationships and protocol from past years.  
Members thanked and praised Larry for the excellent job of coordinating and 
preparing for the show.  Larry asked that Lois also be recognized as he followed 
procedures Lois created based on previous Flower Shows.  
 
There was a brief discussion about where to have the show next year in case 
people from outside of Red Deer would like to have the show in their area.  The 
people from out-of-town, who were at the meeting, stated that they were fine with 
having the flower show in Red Deer.  
 
Reg brought up the question of how to encourage new members to show their 
flowers.   People felt that a hands-on workshop about displaying flowers and 
creating bouquets at the beginning of August was one of the best methods.  
Members also expressed a desire for more hands-on and novice workshops.  
One member stated that she would like to see less emphasis on judging flowers 
and more emphasis on growing them. 
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Report on ADS August Visit to the Trial Garden  
Ken said that the time spent on August 18th, 2014, with Ron and Barb Miner from 
the Dahlia Society of Ohio and Wayne and Eleanor Shantz from the Lane County 
Dahlia Society (Oregon) was positive and that the visitors were impressed with 
the Piper Creek Trial Garden.  Although the Piper Creek Trial Garden has not 
been formally approved, all indications are that this will be forthcoming. There is a 
paragraph on Trial Gardens in the September 2014 ADS Bulletin that states the 
newest trial garden is in Red Deer, Alberta.  
 
North American Gladiolus Society 
Reg reported that the NAGS continues to grow. 
 
Membership Report 
Melody reported that the memberships as of September 30, 2014 are as follows:  
80 ADGS members and 22 ADS members. 
 
People were curious about how many members there were in other clubs across 
Canada. Margo offered to investigate and compile a list.  Reg is going to help 
with this. 

 
7. New Business 

 
Discussion about Monthly Meetings  
For some time now members have been talking about having more meetings and 
so Larry proposed that the ADGS try monthly meetings/workshops/seminars to 
see how well they are attended. After some discussion about possibly having 
quarterly or bi-monthly meetings it was moved by John and seconded by Noreen 
to have monthly meetings.  The motion passed. 
 
Some of the details that still need to be decided upon are: 

Location – Eastview Community Centre charges $75 for three hours; 
Pioneer Lodge charges $50/meeting.  Other possible venues are the Red 
Deer Museum, the Red Deer Library, Red Deer City, and businesses.  
Members were asked to check around and get back to Larry with 
suggestions. 
Day of the week and time of day – People wondered whether weekends 
might be best for those coming from out-of-town.  Evenings may be better 
for members who work. As many of the members are retired, weekdays 
may also be preferred. No decision was made. It was decided to table any 
decision about day and time until the November meeting 
Ideas for Workshops/Speakers for monthly meetings - Ken has a list of 
topics that the Kalispell club uses for their monthly meetings.  Other 
suggestions were: having an insecticide workshop where members bring 
in photos of pests and or damage to their dahlias; having a workshop on 
flower photography; and, having more support for the novice gardener 
such as having an experienced gardener partnered with a novice to 
provide support. Margo suggested that the ADGS send out a survey 
monkey to explore membership thoughts on meeting locations, meeting 
dates, meeting times, partner support, meeting topics, etc.  Melody and 
Margo will develop and send out the Survey Monkey and report back to 
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the membership at the November meeting. 
 

November Meeting   
The November meeting will be on Sunday, November 23rd at 1:00 p.m.  There 
will be a very short meeting focused on planning topics for the monthly meetings 
followed by a demonstration by Marilyn McArthur on creating Christmas 
centerpieces and door wreaths. Larry will check into renting a facility and get 
back to the membership with the location of that meeting. 

 
 

2015 Trial Garden Activities  
Lorne was very pleased with the participation of ADGS members in the 2014 Trial 
Garden. Some members took advantage of the opportunity to grow and care for 
seedlings.  Lorne would like to see ADGS members participating again next year.  
He believes that 2015 will be a busy year as he expects more submissions from 
the United States and B.C.  The space that is left, once the formal submissions 
are in, could be filled with seedlings that local members would like to grow. He 
will know by March how many submissions there will be and can then tell 
members how much extra space will be left for members. Lorne said that having 
the public, city gardeners and the people from ADS clubs in the USA visit this 
summer was encouraging.  They were all impressed with the quality of dahlias 
that could be grown in Alberta.  Piper Creek Trial Gardens requires that each 
seedling be judged several times and so Lorne said it would be great if more 
people in the ADGS became senior judges.  Noreen said that she learned a great 
deal from spending time at the trial gardens this summer and encouraged other 
members to do likewise. 
 
2015 Judging Seminars  
Ken has planned the following judging seminars for the 2015 year: 
These will be held at the Piper Creek Trial Garden (across from the Red Deer 
Waste Management Facility).  They are open to all including those who wish to 
judge and those prefer to observe. 
 

July 11, 2015 @ 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Judging Course – Advanced – 
Includes Seedling Judging.  Bring a bag lunch. It is helpful if participants 
have taken the introductory course but it will be open to all. 
 
Wednesdays - July 15. 29, August 5 and 12 @ 10:00 a.m. – Team 
Scoring and Work Bee at Trial Garden.   August 5th will also include 
learning to use the colour chart 
 

Individuals are welcome to score at other times as well.  For more information, 
contact Ken Jensen at ambbowl@shaw.ca or 403-782-5095. 
 
 2015 Grooming Glads 
Reg will do a presentation on grooming glads on Wednesday, August 12th in 
conjunction with the dahlia team judging.  This will also be held at the Piper 
Creek Trial Garden.   
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2015 ADGS Tuber and Corm Sale  
The 2015 ADGS Tuber and Corm Sale will take place on March 28th, 2015, at 
Bower Mall. Any Tubers and Corms left will be taken to Lacombe for the Farmer’s 
Market.  Lorne, Larry, Melody and Lois will be on this committee.  
 
Procurement and Distribution of Sea Soil 
Larry will be in charge of ordering and distributing the sea soil this year. 
 
Historian 
Kay Quintilio has offered to coordinate the ADGS and Piper Creek Trial Garden 
scrapbook.  Sheila Roberts has done this in the past. 
 
 
Puget Sound Display Board 
Ken Jensen brought forward a motion that the ADGS purchase an attractive 
display board with the ADGS name across the top and a colourful chart of the 
various forms of dahlias beneath.  This would be used for both the Tuber/Corm 
Sale and the Flower Show. Lorne seconded this motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Members thought it would be nice to have a similar display board for glads. Reg 
will check to see if there is something similar for Glads. 
 
2015 Annual Flower Show  
The 2015 ADGS Flower Show will be held on August 30 – 31, 2015, at the 
Bower Mall. Larry will be the chairperson for the Flower Show and will put 
together a committee to help with this. 
 
Western International Show for the North American Glad Council   
Reg asked members if they would be interested in hosting the NAGC Western 
International Show in conjunction with the 2015 ADGS Flower Show.  Larry 
moved and Lorne seconded that the ADGS host the Western International Show.  
Motion Passed.  Reg will coordinate this.  
 
Advertising 
Larry will contact Liz Taylor at Red Deer Tourism to see if they would include 
information about the Alberta Dahlia and Glad Society in their brochure of local 
producers in the area.  The goal is to attract more interested parties to the ADGS 
Flower Show on August 30 – 31, 2015. 
 
American Dahlia Society Report 
Ken said that a number of members of the ADGS brought blooms to the ADS 
show held in Tacoma, Washington, this year.  It was challenging to have fresh 
blooms when they were transported from such a distance.  
 
There was some problem with the delivery of the June ADS Bulletins to Canadian 
members.  Hopefully this has been corrected.  The June Bulletin together with the 
September Bulletin has now arrived for Canadian members. 
 
Fundraising  
Bev Koole suggested that ADGS consider contacting the World Wide Shoppers 
Club as a way of fundraising.  Executive will consider this option. 
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9. Election of Executive 

 Two positions are currently open:   
President and/or Vice-President - Larry, who was the vice president, is 
currently acting president and is willing to continue in that role; Larry 
needs to be formally elected as President. We will hold an election for 
president at the November 23rd meeting.  
Secretary -  (Melody is planning to move out of Alberta within the next two 
years and will hold the position until a suitable candidate steps forward). 

 
10. Presentation of ADS Bronze Medal  

Previous recipients of the ADS Bronze Medal have chosen the recipient of the 
2014 ADS Bronze Medal. Eileen Grant presented the Medal to Ken Jensen for 
his extensive involvement in the ADGS, the ADS and the judging program. 
Congratulations Ken – a well-deserved medal. 

 
11. Adjournment  

Larry closed the meeting at 1:05 p.m. with what he hopes will be the club motto: 
“It’s better to be kind than it is to be right.”  
 
 

The meeting was followed by a potluck lunch and a presentation by Lorne and Reg on 
storing and caring for dahlias and glads over the winter. 


